[Expression of bax protein in the cartilage cells of epiphyseal plate].
This experiment was designed to investigate the expression of Bax in the chondrocytes of the epiphyseal plate cartilage. Immunocytochemistry ABC method was used to determine the distribution of Bax immunoreactivity in the epiphyseal plate cartilage of rats. Bax immunoreactivity was non-uniformly distributed throughout the epiphyseal cartilage. There was no Bax expression in chondrocytes under the perichondrium. Bax expression was observed in the resting chondrocytes of epiphysis; it increased in the proliferative chondrocytes of epiphysis, and immunoreactivity was mainly in the cytoplasm of chondrocytes; Bax expression was maximal in the hypertrophic chondrocytes of epiphysis, and immunoreactivity was mainly in the cytoplasm and nuclei of chondrocytes. These immunocytochemical data indicate that Bax may promote chondrocytes apoptosis of epiphysis through an accumulative increase in quantity.